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Our great East African adventure kicked off in the capital city 

of Kenya, Nairobi, escaping to the tranquil montane forests 

and waterfalls of Castle Forest, on the slopes of Mt. Kenya. 

From there we headed north to explore the semi-arid 

thornveld savanna and lava plains of Shaba, Samburu and 

Buffalo Springs before heading into the Great Rift Valley to 

experience the great flamingo spectacle on Lake Nakuru. After 

a long day on the road, we had two mornings waking up in 

Amboseli with incredible views of Africa’s highest mountain, 

Mt. Kilimanjaro, before crossing the Namanga Border into 

Tanzania and explore the pristine Baobab and Acacia 

savannas of Tarangire National Park. We then climbed the 

western slopes of the rift valley and headed to the world 

famous Ngorongoro Crater National Park, before spending an 

unforgettable three nights in the breath-taking Serengeti 

National Park to experience the great wildebeest migration 

and other beauties that this wilderness has to offer. Ending our 

tour in Arusha, were we spent a memorable last night and 

morning in the forests of Ngare-Sero before catching our flight 

back to Nairobi and parting ways.  

 

Accompanied by our experienced driver/guide Peter, calmly navigating the chaotic morning traffic around the city 

of Nairobi, we escaped the city and headed for two nights at the historic Castle Forest Lodge, nestled in the pristine 

montane forests that cover the slopes of the impressive Mt Kenya. En route we had two stops in the vicinity of the 

town of Thika to explore a tiny, but species-rich roadside wetland before combing the thickets for the range 

restricted and endemic Hinde’s Babbler, which we were lucky to eventually sneak glimpses of. We also had Cape 

Robin-chat; Red-faced Cisticola; Grey-capped Warbler; Fan-tailed Grassbird; Grey-headed Kingfisher; Cinnamon-

chested Bee-eater, White-headed Barbet and the majestic African Fish Eagle.  

Spending two peaceful nights at Castle Forest we made the most of our time there, birding the afternoon of arrival 

and most of the next day. We found a wide variety of special forest species such as, the Tacazze Sunbird; Hartlaub’s 

Turaco; Mountain Oriole; Placid, Slender-billed and Olive-

Breasted (Eastern Mountain) Greenbul; Tullberg’s Woodpecker; 

Mountain Buzzard; Crowned Eagle; Eurasian Hobby; Brown-

capped Weaver; Red Fronted Parrot; and Kikuyu White-eye. We 

decided to make a quick stop at the river crossing on our way out 

and were fortunate to find a pair of African Black Duck, a majestic 

Giant Kingfisher and a pair of Mountain Wagtails.  

We left the lush highland forests behind us and headed north for a 

dramatic change in scenery and climate. Skirting Africa’s second 

tallest mountain, and crossing the equator for the first time, we 

headed for the lower lying semi-arid region of central Kenya to 

explore the breathtakingly scenic National Reserves of Shaba, 

Samburu and Buffalo Springs. En route, with a few quick stops, 

we managed to bag a variety of species including the common but 

super Superb Starling (“absolutely supurb, darling”), a majestic 

Pygmy Falcon by Julian Parsons 

Tacazze Sunbird by Julian Parsons 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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Secretary Bird, Abdim’s Stork, Augur Buzzard and the scarce and highly localised Boran Cisticola.  

Enduring the somewhat hotter temperatures and dry dusty 

roads we were met by some special and unique creatures that 

call this semi-desert home, such as the endangered Grevy’s 

Zebra, Reticulated Giraffe, Desert Warthog, Gunther’s 

Dikdik and large herds of African Elephant that stick close 

to the Ewaso Nyiro River and its life-giving waters. Some 

special birds seen in the area include the Golden Bellied 

Starling; the massive Kori Bustard; Pygmy Falcon; 5spp of 

Vulture (White-headed, Ruppels, Hooded, White-backed 

and Lappet-faced Vultures); Bateleur (the trapeze artist); 

Tawny Eagle; Red-bellied Parrot; Black-bellied, Eastern 

Violet-backed, Marico, Shining and Hunter’s Sunbird; the 

bizarre Vulturine Guineafowl; Red and Yellow Barbet; 

Little, White-throated and Somali Bee-eater; Somali 

Courser; Three-streaked Tchagra; and great views of our 

first hornbills, Von der Decken’s, Eastern  Yellow-billed, 

and Northern Red-billed Hornbill! 

After spending three incredible nights at the outstanding 

riverfront Sarova Shaba Lodge, we crossed the equator once again where we stopped to eat our packed lunches and 

experiencing a very entertaining demonstration of the Coriolis effect on the equator line. Not forgetting to mention 

the special birds and mammals we had en route, such as the Cape Eagle Owl (Mackinder’s Subsp.), Lesser Jacana, 

Martial Eagle, and Greater Cane Rat. Arriving at Lake Nakuru in the rain and with the remaining daylight hours 

against us, we embarked on somewhat of a Ferrari Safari through the Fever Tree woodlands that line the waters of 

the lake, finding special mammal and bird species, such as the Eastern Black Rhino, grazing Hippos, pair-after-pair 

of African Fish-eagle, Great White (the larger pink ones) and Pink-backed (the smaller grey ones) Pelican, and of 

course, thousands of Lesser Flamingo, a handful of Greater Flamingo and a plethora of other waterbirds, including 

Temminck’s Stint, Common Sandpiper, Blue-billed Teal and African Skimmer.  

Leaving early the next morning we embarked on yet 

another Ferrari safari in the Lake Nakuru National Park 

finding a few new special mammal and bird species such 

as the Rothchild’s Giraffe, Southern White Rhino, 

Common Eland, Scissor-tailed Kite, the gorgeous 

Southern Ground Hornbill, Fischer’s and Yellow-

collared Lovebirds, Kenya Sparrow and Red-cheeked 

Cordon-bleu. We then embarked on another long day on 

the road making a quick stop (Julian time) to find the 

range restricted and endemic Sharpe’s Longclaw and 

spectacular Jackson’s Widowbird on the Kinangop 

Plateau, before navigating our way around the chaotic 

city of Nairobi once again and down towards the 

Tanzanian border, spending two spectacular nights at the 

foot of the majestic Mount Kilimanjaro. In Amboseli we 

were spoilt with incredible bird and wildlife sightings 

while exploring a diversity of habitats, including vast 

areas of wetlands and pans, dry thornveld and scrub, 

Fever Tree woodlands and barren open plains. Apart from Amboseli National Park by Julian Parsons 

Marabou Stork & Lesser Flamingo by Julian Parsons 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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the outstanding wildlife viewing we had against the 

backdrop of Mt. Kilimanjaro, we also managed to add a 

good number of birds to our list including a wide variety 

of waterbirds and waders; Collared Pratincole; the 

gorgeous Saddle-billed Stork; Steppe Eagle; White-

bellied, black-bellied, Kori and Hartlaub’s Busard; the 

range restricted endemic Taveta Weaver; EA endemic 

Pangani Longclaw; Malachite Kingfisher and Beautiful 

Sunbird. 

From Amboseli we headed for the Namanga Border 

crossing into Tanzania picking up on a last few new bird 

species on the way out, including Rufous Chatterer, 

White-headed Mousebird, White-browed Scrub-robin, 

Black-necked Weaver, Black-chested Snake-eagle and 

Banded Parisoma. After psyching ourselves up for a very 

busy and congested border crossing, we were pleasantly 

surprised to pass through customs without much hassle 

and bid our farewell to our Kenyan guide, Peter, and 

continued our adventures around Tanzania with Geitan, 

our Tanzanian guide. Having lunch on the road we headed straight to the beautiful baobab and acacia savannas of 

Tarangire National Park and our perfectly set tented accommodation for the next two nights overlooking the 

Tarangire River.  

We had awesome mammal sightings while in Tarangire with some incredible close-up elephant action that included 

fascinating behaviours and interactions to enjoy. Not to forget the lions we saw around almost every bend, even 

along the river while having our coffee in the morning, as well as a group of bat-eared Fox scurrying down the road. 

The birding was phenomenal, bagging a bunch of LBJ’s (little brown jobs); great interactions of a pair of endemic, 

Yellow-collared LOVEbirds; Meyer’s and Red-bellied Parrot; a bunch of Pearl-spotted Owlets followed by an 

entourage of sunbirds; Bearded, Cardinal, Eastern Grey, and Nubian Woodpeckers; Scarlet-chested Sunbird; a 

confiding pair of African Scops-owl in camp; the endemic Hilderbrandt’s and Ashy Starling; Northern Pied Babbler, 

Verreaux’s Eagle-owl and African Hawk-eagle.  

With a short day on the road ahead of us, we enjoyed a last full morning exploring Tarangire, and had some more 

spectacular game viewing and birding before 

hitting the road to Marera Valley Lodge, our 

base to explore the breath-taking Ngorongoro 

Crater. Although the weather was miserable the 

next morning, making birding tough on the 

crater rim, we still managed to see a few specials 

such as the colourful Schalow’s Turaco, African 

Olive Pigeon, Grey-headed Nigrita, Brown-

headed Apalis and a quick flyby of a pair of 

Waller’s Starling, before escaping to better 

weather on the crater floor where we found a 

great selection of species including Southern 

Citril, Dusky Turtle Dove; Yellow Bishop; 

Rosy-throated Longclaw; Capped Wheatear 

(white-arse); Chestnut-banded Plover; Curlew 

Sandpiper; Saddle-billed and Yellow-billed The A-Team, at the Ngorongoro CR Viewpoint 

Mother & calf African Elephant by Julian Parsons 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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Storks; Grey-crowned Crane; Lesser Swamp and Sedge 

Warblers; and Gull-billed Tern. Apart from the bunch of lions and 

large densities of herbivores, we were lucky enough to find two 

of the shy medium sized cats, a Caracal and 3 Serval!!! 

After our adventures around one of Africa’s most picturesque and 

game-rich National Parks, as well as a lovely farewell song and 

dance by the staff of Marera Valley Lodge, we ascended the crater 

rim once again and headed west, making a quick stop to find the 

endemic Abyssinian Wheatear and Lyne’s Cisticola on the 

windswept slopes of the crater. From there, we descended the 

crater rim and headed for a very informative lecture at Oldupai 

Gorge, the Cradle of Humankind, and some time to explore the 

exhibits in the museum. We also had some great birding around 

the museum adding the colourful Purple Grenadier, Blue-capped 

Cordon-bleu, Vitelline Masked Weaver, and Purple Roller. 

Continuing our journey, we crossed the boundary of the 

Ngorongoro Conservation Area and into the Serengeti where we instantly began seeing the masses of Wildebeest 

and Zebra with a light sprinkling of Thomson’s Gazelle. From the Naabi Hill Gate it was race through the Serengeti 

NP to make it to our lodge on time, stopping only a few times to take in the millions of animals around us and two 

lionesses sleeping in a tree.  

The next two and a half days we spent exploring the spectacular central Serengeti and slapping ourselves silly as 

we braved swarms of Tsetse flies while on the search for our target birds and mammals. Although we dipped at our 

last chance at finding a leopard, we managed to see a majestic cheetah – in my opinion a far more special cat – who 

gave us a good show as she walked straight toward us, through the long grass, and right alongside our vehicle!  We 

also managed to bag a number of good bird species while in the Serengeti, including the endemic Grey-breasted 

Spurfowl (Francolin), Grey-crested Helmet Shrike, Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill, Karamoja Apalis, Fischer’s 

Lovebird and Usambiro Barbet. Other noteworthy species we managed to find were Black Coucal; the impressive 

Martial Eagle; Black-lored Babbler; Eastern Plantain-eater; Black-headed Gonolek; Angola Swallow; European 

Roller; a male Kori Bustard in full display; Red-fronted Barbet; Black-faced, Crimson-rumped and Common 

Waxbill.  

Bidding our beautiful accommodation and very friendly staff of 

Serengeti Serena Lodge a farewell, we embarked on our journey 

back to civilisation (not that any bit of our tour was uncivilised 

at all), passing through the vast Serengeti plains one last time, 

stopping to experience the masses of Wildebeest and Zebra 

slowly mowing the massive lawn in a northerly direction 

towards the Grumeti River and the Masai Mara, Kenya. En 

Route we made a quick stop in dry acacia woodland near the 

Oldupai River where we managed to locate a plethora of bird 

species including the endemic Red-throated Tit. Stopping for 

lunch at the Ngorongoro Crater Viewpoint we snuck in some 

more birding where we were blessed with yet another new bird 

for our list, the localised endemic Mbulu White-eye, as well as 

great views of Bar-throated Apalis and Brown Woodland 

Warbler, and at the gate we had a gorgeous Long-crested Eagle 

land nearby giving us great views.  

Serval by Julian Parsons 

Cheetah in the Serengeti by Julian Parsons 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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After some retail therapy and another long day on the road we arrived at the beautiful Ngare-Sero Mountain Lodge, 

just in time for some bubbly, a delicious dinner, and a very special birthday cake for dessert! Thanks again team! 

The next morning we gave the forest birding one last shot to add a few more birds to the list and it was a very 

successful morning with White-starred Robin; African Goshawk; White-eared Barbet; Scaly-throated and Lesser 

Honeyguides one after the other, before the Lesser HG was chased off by a Kenrick’s Starling, during lunch; Black-

throated Wattle-eye; Grey-olive Greenbul; Red-throated Twinspot; Ashy Flycatcher; Brown-hooded Kingfisher and 

the “red-headed” Brown-breasted Barbet. After a lovely lunch and a last checklist update, we boarded our land 

cruiser one last time with our guide Geitan and headed for Kilimanjaro International Airport to head back to Nairobi 

where we said our final goodbyes. 

Kenya & Tanzania - Birds & Big Game II 2022 

Annotated List of species recorded 

Note: Number in brackets ( ) indicate number of days on the tour the species was recorded. 

List powered through the report generator of our partner iGoTerra. 

 

Visited locations 

Nairobi, Mount Kenya NP, Thika, en route Nairobi to Mt Kenya NP, Shaba NR, en route--Mt Kenya to Shaba 

NR, Buffalo Springs NR, Samburu NR, en route Buffalo Springs to Nakuru NR, Nakuru, Kinangop Plateau, En 

Route - Nakuru to Amboseli, Namanga - Amboseli NP, Amboseli NP, Tarangire NP, En Route - Amboseli to 

Tarangire, en route - Tarangire NP to Ngorongoro Crater, Ngorongoro CA, Serengeti NP, en route--Ngorongoro 

to Serengeti, en route - Serengeti to Arusha, Arusha NP--Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge. 

Birds (446 in total: 434 seen, 12 heard) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F, D Donsker, and P Rasmussen (Eds). 2022. IOC World Bird List (v 

12.1). Doi 10.14344/IOC.ML.12.1. 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the Wild, NT = 

Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Ostriches Struthionidae 

Common Ostrich (LC)  Struthio camelus 

Seen commonly from Amboseli onwards – The ones with the pink legs and neck 

Somali Ostrich (VU)  Struthio molybdophanes 

Seen well in Buffalo Springs and Samburu National Reserves 

 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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Ducks, Geese, Swans Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling Duck (LC)  Dendrocygna viduata 

Fairly common in Amboseli  

White-backed Duck (LC)  Thalassornis leuconotus 

Seen one at the pond with the lesser Jacana, between Shaba and Lake Nakuru 

Spur-winged Goose (LC)  Plectropterus gambensis 

Seen in Tarangire and Ngororngoro 

Knob-billed Duck (LC)  Sarkidiornis melanotos 

Only one female seen in Tarangire  

Egyptian Goose (LC)  Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Seen commonly throughout  

Blue-billed Teal (LC)  Spatula hottentota 

Great views at Lake Nakuru and a few in Amboseli 

African Black Duck (LC)  Anas sparsa 

First seen in Castle Forest and seen well in Ngare-Sero, Arusha 

Yellow-billed Duck (LC)  Anas undulata 

Saw about 14 at the pond with the lesser Jacana, between Shaba and Lake Nakuru 

Cape Teal (LC)  Anas capensis 

Common in Amboseli and Ngorongoro – The ‘red-billed’ Teal without the black cap. 

Red-billed Teal (LC)  Anas erythrorhyncha 

Fairly common in Amboseli and Ngorongoro – The ‘red-billed’ Teal with the black cap. 

 

Guineafowl Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl (LC)  Numida meleagris 

Common throughout – The Spotted Bush-chicken 

Vulturine Guineafowl (LC)  Acryllium vulturinum 

After quite a search in Samburu, we eventually found a massive group 

 

Pheasants & Allies Phasianidae 

Crested Francolin (LC)  Ortygornis sephaena 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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Seen for the first time in Samburu and had a bunch in Tarangire 

Coqui Francolin (LC)  Campocolinus coqui 

Had epic views in Tarangire and heard a few in the Serengeti 

Common Quail (LC)  Coturnix coturnix 

Fleeting glimpses of one flushed bird while in Serengeti, on the road leaving the lodge. 

Jackson's Spurfowl (LC)  Pternistis jacksoni 

After a few attempts, our last quick morning walk produced 5 individuals. A mega bird for the area and East 

African endemic restricted to the highlands above 2300m (7546ft). We saw it at just under 2100m (6889ft)! 

Scaly Spurfowl (LC)  Pternistis squamatus 

Seen well at Mt Kenya 

Yellow-necked Spurfowl (LC)  Pternistis leucoscepus 

Seen well throughout except for Ngorongoro and Serengeti 

Grey-breasted Spurfowl (LC)  Pternistis rufopictus 

Another mega for our tour, a range restricted Tanzanian Endemic – seen well near the lodge, Serengeti 

Red-necked Spurfowl (LC)  Pternistis afer 

Seen well in Tarangire 

 

Nightjars Caprimulgidae 

Donaldson Smith's Nightjar (LC)  Caprimulgus donaldsoni 

Seen 1 individual nearing the Shaba gate on the way back from our afternoon drive in Buffalo Springs 

Slender-tailed Nightjar (LC)  Caprimulgus clarus 

Saw a few individuals hawking (like a nighthawk) insects above a palm tree soon after the Donaldson Smith’s NJ. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

Scarce Swift (LC)  Schoutedenapus myoptilus 

Seen a few when at Castle Forest. The High altitude version of the African Palm Swift 

African Palm Swift (LC)  Cypsiurus parvus 

Seen well throughout, except Mt Kenya. The slender pin-tailed brown swift usually near palms. 

Mottled Swift (LC)  Tachymarptis aequatorialis 

The group of large brown swifts among hundreds of little/white-rumped Swifts at Tarangire Safari Lodge.  

African Black Swift (LC)  Apus barbatus 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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8 birds seen around the cliffs where we saw the Cape Eagle-owl, between Shaba and Lake Nakuru 

Little Swift (LC)  Apus affinis 

Common throughout, especially around buildings and bridges 

Horus Swift (LC)  Apus horus 

2 Seen at Tarangire Gate – Not sure how many of the team managed to see them. 

White-rumped Swift (LC)  Apus caffer 

Not as common as the little Swift, with pointy tail and less of a white rump than the Little Swift. 

 

Turacos Musophagidae 

Bare-faced Go-away-bird   Crinifer personatus 

Seen fairly commonly from Tarangire NP onwards 

White-bellied Go-away-bird   Crinifer leucogaster 

Seen commonly from Shaba to Amboseli  

Eastern Plantain-eater (LC)  Crinifer zonurus 

Only distant views seen while getting eaten by Tsetse flies 

Schalow's Turaco (LC)  Tauraco schalowi 

Seen in the forests of the Ngorongoro Crater rim and one distant view in the Serengeti while looking for the 

Plantain-eater 

Hartlaub's Turaco (LC)  Tauraco hartlaubi 

Had some great views in Mt Kenya 

 

Bustards Otididae 

Kori Bustard (NT)  Ardeotis kori 

First seen in Shaba but seen fairly commonly throughout 

White-bellied Bustard (LC)  Eupodotis senegalensis 

First heard in Shaba, then seen well in Amboseli and Tarangire 

Buff-crested Bustard (LC)  Lophotis gindiana 

Great views in Shaba and Amboseli 

Black-bellied Bustard (LC)  Lissotis melanogaster 

Seen well in Amboseli 

Hartlaub's Bustard (LC)  Lissotis hartlaubii 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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1 female seen in Amboseli 

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

Blue-headed Coucal (LC)  Centropus monachus 

1 heard on our last morning walk at Castle Forest while searching for the Jackson’s Francolin 

White-browed Coucal (LC)  Centropus superciliosus 

Common throughout, heard more than see.  

Black Coucal (LC)  Centropus grillii 

Great views in Serengeti while looking for the Black-headed Gonolek and Plantain-eater 

Jacobin Cuckoo (LC)  Clamator jacobinus 

One bird spotted by Pat, scrambling through the foliage and identified as it flew off. Unfortunately only fleeting 

glimpses.  

Diederik Cuckoo (LC)  Chrysococcyx caprius 

Seen well in Amboseli and Tarangire. Many more heard throughout 

Klaas's Cuckoo (LC)  Chrysococcyx klaas 

Great views in Ngorongoro Crater and a few more heard along the way. 

Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo (LC)  Cercococcyx montanus 

1 bird briefly seen by a few of us before disappearing into the dense forest 

Red-chested Cuckoo (LC)  Cuculus solitarius 

First seen in Mt Kenya and a few more seen/heard throughout. Fairly common in Tarangire 

 

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae 

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse (LC)  Pterocles exustus 

Seen well in Shaba, Buffalo Springs and Amboseli 

Black-faced Sandgrouse (LC)  Pterocles decoratus 

Great views in Samburu and a few more seen throughout the trip 

Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse (LC)  Pterocles lichtensteinii 

1 individual seen at dusk when en route back to Shaba from Buffalo Springs and another individual see in 

Samburu 

 

Pigeons, Doves Columbidae 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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Rock Dove (LC)  Columba livia 

Common around towns and cities 

Speckled Pigeon (LC)  Columba guinea 

Common around towns and cities, few seen in the parks – Usually around cliffs and rocky outcrops (buildings) 

where they nest. 

African Olive Pigeon (LC)  Columba arquatrix 

2 seen well in the Ngorongoro rim forests 

Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon (LC)  Columba delegorguei 

1 heard in Ngorongoro forests 

Dusky Turtle Dove (LC)  Streptopelia lugens 

1 seen well in the fever tree woodlands in the Ngorongoro Crater 

Mourning Collared Dove (LC)  Streptopelia decipiens 

Seen commonly throughout 

Red-eyed Dove (LC)  Streptopelia semitorquata 

Seen commonly in more forested areas 

Ring-necked Dove (LC)  Streptopelia capicola 

Common throughout 

Laughing Dove (LC)  Spilopelia senegalensis 

Common throughout 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove (LC)  Turtur chalcospilos 

Heard far more than seen. Great views near the Shaba Sarova Lodge gate 

Tambourine Dove (LC)  Turtur tympanistria 

Fleeting glimpses around Ngorongoro Forests, seen well at Ngare-Sero in Arusha on the last morning 

Namaqua Dove (LC)  Oena capensis 

Seen well in Shaba and a few more birds seen throughout the trip in drier habitats 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots Rallidae 

Common Moorhen (LC)  Gallinula chloropus 

(1) Seen well at Ngare-Sero Mountain Lodge  

Red-knobbed Coot (LC)  Fulica cristata 

First seen on pond with Lesser Jacana and fairly common on Lake Magadi in Ngorongoro Crater 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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Black Crake (LC)  Zapornia flavirostra 

Seen a few times on tour, first seen at the spring in Buffalo Spings. Black bird with red eye green-yellow bill and 

bright red legs. 

 

Cranes Gruidae 

Grey Crowned Crane (EN)  Balearica regulorum 

A gorgeous bird we saw well at Nakuru, Amboseli and Ngorongoro 

 

Grebes Podicipedidae 

Little Grebe (LC)  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Seen well throughout especially on larger open water bodies 

 

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae 

Greater Flamingo (LC)  Phoenicopterus roseus 

Great views at Lake Nakuru, Amboseli and Ngorongoro CR 

Lesser Flamingo (NT)  Phoeniconaias minor 

Vast amounts first seen at Lake Nakuru. Also seen in Amboseli and Ngorongoro CR 

 

Stone-curlews, Thick-knees Burhinidae 

Water Thick-knee (LC)  Burhinus vermiculatus 

Seen throughout. Bests and first views were along the Ewaso Nyiro river in front of Sarova Shaba Lodge 

Spotted Thick-knee (LC)  Burhinus capensis 

Great views while entering the Serengeti 

 

Stilts, Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt (LC)  Himantopus himantopus 

Fairly common around large water bodies throughout the tour 

Pied Avocet (LC)  Recurvirostra avosetta 

Seen a few times around large water bodies throughout the tour 

 

Plovers Charadriidae 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/
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Long-toed Lapwing (LC)  Vanellus crassirostris 

Common in Amboseli and a few seen in Ngorongoro CR 

Blacksmith Lapwing (LC)  Vanellus armatus 

Common throughout around water and wetlands  

Spur-winged Lapwing (LC)  Vanellus spinosus 

Fairly common from Shaba to Amboseli 

Crowned Lapwing (LC)  Vanellus coronatus 

A common bird of drier country – not around water 

Kittlitz's Plover (LC)  Charadrius pecuarius 

Seen well in Nakuru, Amboseli and Ngorongoro 

Three-banded Plover (LC)  Charadrius tricollaris 

Seen well throughout 

Chestnut-banded Plover (NT)  Charadrius pallidus 

Great views of a few individuals around Lake Magadi in Ngorongoro CR 

 

Jacanas Jacanidae 

Lesser Jacana (LC)  Microparra capensis 

2 birds seen well at that little fenced pond between Shaba and Lake Nakuru 

African Jacana (LC)  Actophilornis africanus 

Seen well on a number of occasions throughout the tour 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes Scolopacidae 

Ruff (LC)  Calidris pugnax 

Seen at Nakuru, Amboseli and Ngorongoro 

Curlew Sandpiper (NT)  Calidris ferruginea 

4 individuals seen on Lake Magadi, Ngorongoro CR. The medium sized sandpiper with slightly downcurved bill.  

Temminck's Stint (LC)  Calidris temminckii 

3 individuals seen at Lake Nakuru 

Little Stint (LC)  Calidris minuta 

Great views of these little peeps in Amboseli and Ngorongoro CR, currently transitioning into breeding plumage 
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Common Sandpiper (LC)  Actitis hypoleucos 

Common in Nakuru and seen in Amboseli. The one with the hectic tail wags 

Wood Sandpiper (LC)  Tringa glareola 

Seen well in Shaba and Amboseli  

Common Greenshank (LC)  Tringa nebularia 

Seen in Nakuru, Amboseli and Ngorongoro 

 

Coursers, Pratincoles Glareolidae 

Somali Courser (LC)  Cursorius somalensis 

Exceptional views of this dry country target species in Shaba 

Temminck's Courser (LC)  Cursorius temminckii 

2 seen in the Serengeti in the short grass where the Kori Bustard was displaying 

Double-banded Courser   Rhinoptilus africanus 

Seen well in Amboseli and Serengeti 

Collared Pratincole (LC)  Glareola pratincola 

Seen hawking insects above the wetlands in Amboseli 

 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers Laridae 

African Skimmer (NT)  Rynchops flavirostris 

A group of 7 birds seen at Lake Nakuru 

Grey-headed Gull   Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

Fairly common at Lake Nakuru and Ngorongoro CR 

Gull-billed Tern (LC)  Gelochelidon nilotica 

2 birds seen at Lake Nakuru and 2 birds seen well in Ngorongoro 

Whiskered Tern (LC)  Chlidonias hybrida 

Great views in Amboseli 

White-winged Tern (LC)  Chlidonias leucopterus 

Fairly common in Amboseli and Ngorongoro 

 

Storks Ciconiidae 
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Yellow-billed Stork (LC)  Mycteria ibis 

Seen well throughout 

African Openbill (LC)  Anastomus lamelligerus 

Seen at the rice ponds en route to Mt Kenya on our first travel day 

Abdim's Stork (LC)  Ciconia abdimii 

Seen twice, a group in the highland agricultural fields en route to Shaba and again in the same area from Shaba to 

Nakuru  

Woolly-necked Stork (VU)  Ciconia episcopus 

7 bird flyover in Tarangire 

White Stork (LC)  Ciconia ciconia 

1 while entering Amboseli and a bunch while exiting the Serengeti 

Saddle-billed Stork (LC)  Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

1 individual in Amboseli and 2 on the banks of Lake Magadi, Ngorongoro CR 

Marabou Stork (LC)  Leptoptilos crumenifer 

Seen well throughout 

 

Anhingas, Darters Anhingidae 

African Darter (LC)  Anhinga rufa 

1 individual round Lake Nakuru 

 

Cormorants, Shags Phalacrocoracidae 

Reed Cormorant (LC)  Microcarbo africanus 

Seen well throughout, especially around Lake Nakuru 

White-breasted Cormorant   Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Not as abundant as the reed cormorant but seen in Nakuru and Amboseli 

 

Ibises, Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 

African Sacred Ibis (LC)  Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Common throughout, especially near cities and villages 

Hadada Ibis (LC)  Bostrychia hagedash 

Common throughout, especially near cities and villages 
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Glossy Ibis (LC)  Plegadis falcinellus 

Common in Amboseli and Ngorongoro – The Skinny Hadada 

African Spoonbill (LC)  Platalea alba 

Seen well throughout around larger water bodies 

 

Herons, Bitterns Ardeidae 

Dwarf Bittern (LC)  Ixobrychus sturmii 

A good bird to find! One seen along a little stream in Shaba while watching a group of Grevy’s Zebra 

Black-crowned Night Heron (LC)  Nycticorax nycticorax 

2 seen along the Ewaso Nyiro river in front of Sarova Shaba Lodge 

Striated Heron (LC)  Butorides striata 

1 Seen in the Serengeti and again in Ngare-Sero, Arusha – the green-backed Heron look-alike  

Squacco Heron (LC)  Ardeola ralloides 

Common in Amboseli  

Western Cattle Egret (LC)  Bubulcus ibis 

Seen commonly throughout 

Grey Heron (LC)  Ardea cinerea 

Seen commonly throughout 

Black-headed Heron (LC)  Ardea melanocephala 

Seen commonly throughout 

Goliath Heron (LC)  Ardea goliath 

A few monsters seen in Amboseli, including the one trying to swallow that massive catfish  

Great Egret (LC)  Ardea alba 

A few seen throughout, especially in Amboseli and Ngorongoro CR 

Intermediate Egret (LC)  Ardea intermedia 

Fairly common throughout 

Little Egret (LC)  Egretta garzetta 

Common in Amboseli and Ngorongoro CR 

 

Hamerkop Scopidae 
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Hamerkop (LC)  Scopus umbretta 

Seen a few throughout, best views at Ngaro-Sero, Arusha 

 

Pelicans Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican (LC)  Pelecanus onocrotalus 

Common in Nakuru, Amboseli and Ngorongoro – The one that actually has a pink back (due to the local diet high 

in carotenoids, not always the case) 

Pink-backed Pelican (LC)  Pelecanus rufescens 

The smaller greyer pelican without a noticeably pink back 

 

Secretarybird Sagittariidae 

Secretarybird (VU)  Sagittarius serpentarius 

Seen well on a number of occasions throughout the trip, including the hunting bird in Amboseli. 

 

Kites, Hawks, Eagles Accipitridae 

Black-winged Kite (LC)  Elanus caeruleus 

A few individuals seen throughout – Much like the White-tailed Kite of the Americas 

Scissor-tailed Kite (LC)  Chelictinia riocourii 

Great views of this bird in Nakuru 

African Harrier-Hawk (LC)  Polyboroides typus 

A pair seen in the village leaving Castle Forest, en route to Shaba 

Hooded Vulture (CR)  Necrosyrtes monachus 

2 individuals seen in Shaba 

White-backed Vulture (CR)  Gyps africanus 

Seen commonly throughout – the most abundant vulture 

Rüppell's Vulture (CR)  Gyps rueppelli 

Seen the odd individual in Shaba, Tarangire and the Serengeti 

White-headed Vulture (CR)  Trigonoceps occipitalis 

1 bird seen in Shaba 

Lappet-faced Vulture (EN)  Torgos tracheliotos 

Seen in Shaba and Serengeti, not a very abundant bird 
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Black-chested Snake Eagle (LC)  Circaetus pectoralis 

First seen between Amboseli and Namanga Border crossing, also seen in Ngorongor CR 

Brown Snake Eagle (LC)  Circaetus cinereus 

Seen in Tarangire, Ngorongoro and Serengeti – All brown eagle with big round head and yellow eyes 

Bateleur (NT)  Terathopius ecaudatus 

Monsieur Bateleur, the trapeze artist. Seen well throughout 

Crowned Eagle (NT)  Stephanoaetus coronatus 

2 of these beasts, the apex predators of forests, seen at Castle Forest, Mt Kenya 

Martial Eagle (VU)  Polemaetus bellicosus 

An immature bird was first seen en route between Shaba and Nakuru, then seen well in Serengeti 

Long-crested Eagle (LC)  Lophaetus occipitalis 

Great views at the Ngorongoro Gate en route back to Arusha 

Tawny Eagle (VU)  Aquila rapax 

Common throughout 

Steppe Eagle (EN)  Aquila nipalensis 

I bird seen perched on the ground in Amboseli en route back to the lodge after the first morning drive. 

African Hawk-Eagle (LC)  Aquila spilogaster 

Seen well in Tarangire from the lodge 

Gabar Goshawk (LC)  Micronisus gabar 

First had a melanistic morph in Shaba and saw a few more throughout the trip. Great views of a perched bird in 

Amboseli around the fever tree woodlands 

Dark Chanting Goshawk (LC)  Melierax metabates 

A few seen well in the Serengeti 

Eastern Chanting Goshawk (LC)  Melierax poliopterus 

Seen well throughout, except the Serengeti  

African Goshawk (LC)  Accipiter tachiro 

Great views on out morning walk in Ngare-Sero, Arusha, on the last morning 

Black Sparrowhawk (LC)  Accipiter melanoleucus 

1 bird seen in Lake Nakuru 

Yellow-billed Kite (LC)  Milvus aegyptius 

Common throughout, especially along the roads and near towns and villages 
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African Fish Eagle (LC)  Haliaeetus vocifer 

Seen throughout, plenty seen around Lake Nakuru 

Mountain Buzzard (NT)  Buteo oreophilus 

In flight views from Castle Forest Lodge 

Augur Buzzard (LC)  Buteo augur 

Seen throughout, especially Ngorongoro. First seen between Mt Kenya and Shaba, close to where we saw the 

Abdim’s Storks 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Pearl-spotted Owlet (LC)  Glaucidium perlatum 

The superstar who would often come into my whistling with an entourage of sunbirds and other mobbers. 

African Scops Owl (LC)  Otus senegalensis 

Great views around Tarangire Safari Lodge, between tent 2 and 3 

Cape Eagle-Owl (LC)  Bubo capensis 

Boom Chakalaka, the Mackinder’s Eagle-owl, being the largest of the Cape Eagle-owls it is sometimes 

considered a separate species.  

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl (LC)  Bubo lacteus 

First heard by Ron and I in Shaba outside the lodge, then seen well in Tarangire and Ngare-Sero  

African Wood Owl (LC)  Strix woodfordii 

The birds that sung me happy birthday above our dinner table on the last night 

 

Mousebirds Coliidae 

Speckled Mousebird (LC)  Colius striatus 

Seen well in most forested habitats, not in drier areas  

White-headed Mousebird (LC)  Colius leucocephalus 

Seen well around Amboseli, en route in and out, as well as Oldupai gorge 

Blue-naped Mousebird (LC)  Urocolius macrourus 

Seen throughout tour in drier habitats 

 

Hoopoes Upupidae 

African Hoopoe   Upupa africana 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/


Trip Report – RBL Kenya & Tanzania 2022        20

 

 

 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                                                      View more tours to  Kenya 

A few birds seen throughout. Best views were in the Serengeti 

Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa africana 

One bird seen at Lake Nakuru 

Green Wood Hoopoe (LC)  Phoeniculus purpureus 

2 birds seen well en route into Lake Nakuru 

Common Scimitarbill (LC)  Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Heard once in Samburu NR  

Abyssinian Scimitarbill (LC)  Rhinopomastus minor 

Seen in Buffalo Springs, Samburu and Serengeti 

 

Ground Hornbills Bucorvidae 

Southern Ground Hornbill (VU)  Bucorvus leadbeateri 

Great views in Lake Nakuru and Tarangire 

 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 

Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill   Tockus ruahae 

Another big target and Tz endemic, seen well in the Serengeti 

Northern Red-billed Hornbill (LC)  Tockus erythrorhynchus 

Seen well in the Shaba area and Tarangire 

Von der Decken's Hornbill (LC)  Tockus deckeni 

Seen well throughout, especially Shaba area, Tarangire and Serengeti 

Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill (LC)  Tockus flavirostris 

Seen well around the Shaba area 

Crowned Hornbill (LC)  Lophoceros alboterminatus 

Seen well around more forested habitats of Mt Kenya, Serengeti and Ngare-sero, Arusha 

African Grey Hornbill (LC)  Lophoceros nasutus 

Seen a few times throughout with our best views being in Nakuru 

Silvery-cheeked Hornbill (LC)  Bycanistes brevis 

A group seen briefly in Castle Forest, but super common at Ngare-Sero, Arusha 
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Rollers Coraciidae 

Purple Roller (LC)  Coracias naevius 

Great views at Oldupai Gorge around the Museum 

Lilac-breasted Roller (LC)  Coracias caudatus 

Seen well throughout! Another superstar 

European Roller (LC)  Coracias garrulus 

1 individual seen in the Serengeti 

 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

Grey-headed Kingfisher (LC)  Halcyon leucocephala 

Great views around Shaba area, especially at the lodge, and Tarangire 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher (LC)  Halcyon albiventris 

Only saw 2 individuals at Ngare-sero, Arusha, on the last morning 

Striped Kingfisher (LC)  Halcyon chelicuti 

Seen one en route from Shaba to Nakuru and another individual seen at Nakuru 

Woodland Kingfisher (LC)  Halcyon senegalensis 

A few seen throughout the tour, mainly around Tarangire 

Malachite Kingfisher (LC)  Corythornis cristatus 

Great views in Amboseli and 1 in Ngorongoro CR 

Giant Kingfisher (LC)  Megaceryle maxima 

Great views at the river by Castle Forest and again at Ngare-Sero, Arusha 

Pied Kingfisher (LC)  Ceryle rudis 

Common in Shaba and Amboseli 

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 

Little Bee-eater (LC)  Merops pusillus 

Seen well throughout 

Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater (LC)  Merops oreobates 

First seen on our first travel morning at Thika and more seen in Mt Kenya 

Somali Bee-eater (LC)  Merops revoilii 
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Only 1 individual seen in Shaba, but a good target bird for the tour 

White-throated Bee-eater (LC)  Merops albicollis 

Common around Shaba and Samburu 

European Bee-eater (LC)  Merops apiaster 

Only heard a few high-flying birds in Tarangire 

 

African Barbets Lybiidae 

White-eared Barbet (LC)  Stactolaema leucotis 

Common in the gardens at Ngare-sero, Arusha on the last morning 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird (LC)  Pogoniulus pusillus 

Great views of a single bird in Tarangire around the lodge 

Red-fronted Barbet (LC)  Tricholaema diademata 

Seen well in the Serengeti 

White-headed Barbet (LC)  Lybius leucocephalus 

2 birds seen well at our first birding stop in Thika on the first morning  

Brown-breasted Barbet (LC)  Lybius melanopterus 

2 birds seen by Pat and I before lunch at Ngare-Sero, Arusha on the last day 

Red-and-yellow Barbet (LC)  Trachyphonus erythrocephalus 

Great views in Shaba, not far after the gate, and again in Tarangire around the Lodge. Heard throughout 

D'Arnaud's Barbet (LC)  Trachyphonus darnaudii 

Only one seen in Tarangire 

Usambiro Barbet (LC)  Trachyphonus usambiro 

Common in the Serengeti but a big target and EA endemic 

 

Honeyguides Indicatoridae 

Lesser Honeyguide (LC)  Indicator minor 

1 bird seen briefly at lunch at Ngare-Sero – Chased by the Kenrick’s Starling 

Scaly-throated Honeyguide (LC)  Indicator variegatus 

1 also seen at Ngare-Sero during lunch, shortly before the Lesser Honeyguide 

Greater Honeyguide (LC)  Indicator indicator 
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Great views in Tarangire 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 

Nubian Woodpecker (LC)  Campethera nubica 

Seen fairly commonly throughout 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker (LC)  Campethera abingoni 

1 bird in seen in Tarangire 

Fine-banded Woodpecker (LC)  Campethera taeniolaema 

2 birds seen in Castle Forest, Mt Kenya (AKA Tullberg’s Woodpecker) 

Bearded Woodpecker   Chloropicus namaquus 

Seen well and commonly heard in Tarangire – Drumming on the trees 

Cardinal Woodpecker (LC)  Dendropicos fuscescens 

Seen well on a number of occasions – The little woodpeckers 

Eastern Grey Woodpecker (LC)  Dendropicos spodocephalus 

Seen well at the gate to Nakuru, as well as Tarangire and Ngorongoro 

 

Caracaras, Falcons Falconidae 

Pygmy Falcon (LC)  Polihierax semitorquatus 

Seen very well in Shaba, but also two while leaving Amboseli and the Serengeti 

Lesser Kestrel (LC)  Falco naumanni 

A large group seen between Shaba and Nakuru, where the Abdim’s Storks were – Foraging above the open fields  

Common Kestrel (LC)  Falco tinnunculus 

1 bird seen in Shaba and another between Ngorongoro and Serengeti 

Greater Kestrel (LC)  Falco rupicoloides 

Great views of this bird on the tower at the Amboseli airstrip  

Grey Kestrel (LC)  Falco ardosiaceus 

1 bird seen perched on dead tree in Serengeti, which I first thought was just a dove. Always good to double check 

things that look out of place, even if it turns out to be something common, or a log.  

Eurasian Hobby (LC)  Falco subbuteo 

1 seen zooming by from the grounds of Castle Forest, Mt Kenya 

Lanner Falcon (LC)  Falco biarmicus 
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One bird seen over the water body at Thika while looking for the Hinde’s Babbler 

 

African & New World Parrots Psittacidae 

Red-fronted Parrot (LC)  Poicephalus gulielmi 

Seen well in Mt Kenya 

Meyer's Parrot (LC)  Poicephalus meyeri 

Seen well in the Shaba Area as well as Tarangire and Serengeti 

Red-bellied Parrot (LC)  Poicephalus rufiventris 

Common in the Shaba Area and Tarangire – Not obliging when it comes to photos though 

 

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae 

Fischer's Lovebird (NT)  Agapornis fischeri 

First seen at the exit gate at Nakuru and then fairly commonly in the Serengeti 

Yellow-collared Lovebird (LC)  Agapornis personatus 

First seen at the exit gate at Nakuru and then commonly around Tarangire, especially the lodge! “Do a Little 

Dance, Make a Little Love, Get Down Tonight”!!! Haha 

 

Wattle-eyes, Batises Platysteiridae 

Chinspot Batis (LC)  Batis molitor 

Seen at Nakuru, Tarangire and Serengeti – also heard a bunch of times “Three-Blind-Mice” 

Pygmy Batis (LC)  Batis perkeo 

1 seen in Samburu 

Black-throated Wattle-eye (LC)  Platysteira peltata 

Great views in Ngare-Sero, Arusha, on the last morning 

 

Bushshrikes Malaconotidae 

Black-fronted Bushshrike (LC)  Chlorophoneus nigrifrons 

Saw one individual in Mt Kenya, and heard a bunch more 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike (LC)  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 
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Fleeting glimpses of two birds flying off in Tarangire, but heard plenty in the Serengeti and finally got views of 

one bird – The little bee-eater hopping through the trees – “It won’t be a little bee-eater if its hoping through the 

canopy… That’s the bird!” said I. Haha 

Rosy-patched Bushshrike   Telophorus cruentus 

The Rockstars of Samburu! We saw a few more throughout the tour.  

Brown-crowned Tchagra (LC)  Tchagra australis 

Seen well in Tarangire and a few more throughout the trip 

Three-streaked Tchagra (LC)  Tchagra jamesi 

Great views of 2 birds while leaving Shaba for Nakuru 

Black-crowned Tchagra (LC)  Tchagra senegalus 

Only a few birds heard in Ngorongoro but couldn’t call them out 

Black-backed Puffback (LC)  Dryoscopus cubla 

Seen well on a few occasions but unfortunately none puffing their backs 

Northern Puffback (LC)  Dryoscopus gambensis 

2 birds seen while entering Lake Nakuru, while racing to the flamingos before sunset 

Slate-colored Boubou (LC)  Laniarius funebris 

Common in drier habitats throughout the tour 

Tropical Boubou   Laniarius major 

Common in wetter denser habitats than the Slate-colored Boubou 

Black-headed Gonolek (LC)  Laniarius erythrogaster 

2 seen in the Serengeti! Another good target bird acquired!  

Brubru (LC)  Nilaus afer 

Seen on a number of occasions in the drier acacia savannas and heard commonly 

 

Vangas & Allies Vangidae 

White-crested Helmetshrike (LC)  Prionops plumatus 

4 birds seen at Nakuru 

Grey-crested Helmetshrike (NT)  Prionops poliolophus 

After a lot of searching for these birds through Tsetse Fly Village, we finally located a group of 5 birds and had 

great views of this range restricted and threatened species.  
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Shrikes Laniidae 

Magpie Shrike (LC)  Urolestes melanoleucus 

Common in Tarangire and Serengeti 

Northern White-crowned Shrike (LC)  Eurocephalus ruppelli 

Common throughout 

Red-backed Shrike (LC)  Lanius collurio 

1 bird seen in Buffalo Springs and another in Lake Nakuru 

Lesser Grey Shrike (LC)  Lanius minor 

1 bird seen in Shaba NR 

Grey-backed Fiscal (LC)  Lanius excubitoroides 

A few birds seen in the Serengeti 

Long-tailed Fiscal (LC)  Lanius cabanisi 

Saw a few animated groups of these gorgeous birds in Amboseli and Tarangire 

Taita Fiscal (LC)  Lanius dorsalis 

Fairly common in the drier regions, especially in the Shaba Area and  

Northern Fiscal   Lanius humeralis 

Seen throughout tour, especially common siting on lines along the road. 

 

Figbirds, Orioles, Turnagra Oriolidae 

Black-headed Oriole (LC)  Oriolus larvatus 

Heard throughout, but best views were in Shaba 

Mountain Oriole (LC)  Oriolus percivali 

4 birds seen while at Castle Forest, Mt Kenya 

 

Drongos Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo (LC)  Dicrurus adsimilis 

Common throughout 

 

Monarchs Monarchidae 

African Paradise Flycatcher (LC)  Terpsiphone viridis 
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Seen on a number of occasions throughout the tour 

 

Crows, Jays Corvidae 

Cape Crow (LC)  Corvus capensis 

First seen between Mt. Kenya and Shaba at our comfort stop and seen a number of times throughout the tour. Not 

as common as the Pied Crow 

Pied Crow (LC)  Corvus albus 

Seen commonly throughout, especially around human settlements  

Fan-tailed Raven (LC)  Corvus rhipidurus 

4 seen flying high while in Samburu  

 

Tits, Chickadees Paridae 

White-bellied Tit (LC)  Melaniparus albiventris 

1 brief view while in Mt Kenya – seen only by Julian and Jean 

Red-throated Tit (LC)  Melaniparus fringillinus 

2 Birds seen in the Acacia woodland stop after leaving the Serengeti and before the turn-off to Oldupai Gorge.  

Acacia Tit (LC)  Melaniparus thruppi 

3 seen well in Samburu 

 

Larks Alaudidae 

Chestnut-headed Sparrow-Lark (LC)  Eremopterix signatus 

A bunch were seen in Shaba while trying to flush the William’s Lark on the lava plains 

Fischer's Sparrow-Lark (LC)  Eremopterix leucopareia 

Common from Amboseli onwards 

Pink-breasted Lark (LC)  Calendulauda poecilosterna 

First seen in Buffalo Springs and Shaba, also seen in Amboseli and common around Namanga while looking for 

the golden pipit. 

Foxy Lark (LC)  Calendulauda alopex 

Seen well in the Shaba area and in Tarangire 

Rufous-naped Lark (LC)  Mirafra africana 
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Common around Nakuru, Ngorongoro and the Serengeti. The very confiding Lark that sings his little heart out all 

day 

Flappet Lark (LC)  Mirafra rufocinnamomea 

1 Heard in Tarangire until we got interrupted by a noisy pair of Egyptian Geese. Then commonly seen and heard 

in the Serengeti. 

White-tailed Lark (LC)  Mirafra albicauda 

A few quick views of birds flying low over grass when watching that large herd of Masai Giraffe in the Serengeti  

Red-capped Lark (LC)  Calandrella cinerea 

Common in Amboseli and Ngorongoro 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 

Slender-billed Greenbul (LC)  Stelgidillas gracilirostris 

3 Birds seen in Mt Kenya 

Olive-breasted Greenbul   Arizelocichla kikuyuensis 

6 birds seen on Mt Kenya – Considered Conspecific with Mt Greenbul by some authorities 

Mountain Greenbul (LC)  Arizelocichla nigriceps 

1 bird briefly seen by Julian only at the Ngorongoro CR viewpoint 

Yellow-whiskered Greenbul (LC)  Eurillas latirostris 

Just a brief view of one bird in Mt Kenya 

Grey-olive Greenbul (LC)  Phyllastrephus cerviniventris 

A few birds seen well on our morning walk at Ngare-Sero Mt Lodge, Arusha 

Placid Greenbul   Phyllastrephus placidus 

3 Birds seen in Mt Kenya 

Dark-capped Bulbul   Pycnonotus tricolor 

Seen commonly throughout 

 

Swallows, Martins Hirundinidae 

Black Saw-wing (LC)  Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

Seen well while at Castle Forest 

Banded Martin (LC)  Neophedina cincta 

2 birds flying around before picnic site in Ngorongoro  
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Brown-throated Martin (LC)  Riparia paludicola 

1 lonely bird seen above the pan where we saw the Striated Heron, in the Serengeti 

Rock Martin (LC)  Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Fairly common throughout near rocky areas and buildings  

Wire-tailed Swallow (LC)  Hirundo smithii 

2 Birds first seen in Shaba and common in Amboseli 

Barn Swallow (LC)  Hirundo rustica 

Fairly common throughout but not abundant. Mostly flybys 

Angolan Swallow (LC)  Hirundo angolensis 

Seen well on the bridge crossing in the Serengeti (after our cheetah sighting) 

Mosque Swallow (LC)  Cecropis senegalensis 

Birds seen well flying above the baobabs in Tarangire 

Lesser Striped Swallow (LC)  Cecropis abyssinica 

Seen commonly throughout, got great views at the bridge crossing in the Serengeti  

Red-rumped Swallow (LC)  Cecropis daurica 

Common throughout 

 

Crombecs, African Warblers Macrosphenidae 

Northern Crombec (LC)  Sylvietta brachyura 

2 birds seen in Samburu 

Red-faced Crombec (LC)  Sylvietta whytii 

Heard more than seen, but we had great views in Amboseli of the two birds having a fight to the death. Common 

from Amboseli onwards 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies Phylloscopidae 

Brown Woodland Warbler (LC)  Phylloscopus umbrovirens 

3 birds seen in Mt. Kenya and a few of us got great views outside the washrooms at the Crater viewpoint. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies Acrocephalidae 

Lesser Swamp Warbler (LC)  Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

2 birds seen at the Ngorongoro picnic site 
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Sedge Warbler (LC)  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

1 bird seen at the Ngorongoro picnic site 

 

Grassbirds & Allies Locustellidae 

Fan-tailed Grassbird (LC)  Catriscus brevirostris 

1 bird seen in the wetland of our first birding stop on day one, in Thika 

Cinnamon Bracken Warbler (LC)  Bradypterus cinnamomeus 

1 bird seen by Judi only 

Little Rush Warbler (LC)  Bradypterus baboecala 

1 seen well in Amboseli and heard another in Ngorongoro  

 

Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae 

Red-faced Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola erythrops 

2 birds seen in Thika at our first birding stop and again in the Ngorongoro crater forest clearings 

Hunter's Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola hunteri 

Very common around the gardens in Mt Kenya 

Rattling Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola chiniana 

Common throughout from Nakuru onwards 

Boran Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola bodessa 

1 bird seen well near the elephant corridor when traveling to Shaba 

Ashy Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola cinereolus 

Very common in the dry scrubby areas in Amboseli 

Lynes's Cisticola   Cisticola distinctus 

1 birds seen well on the crater rim while traveling to the Serengeti 

Winding Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola marginatus 

Common in marshy grassy areas in Amboseli, Tarangire and the Serengeti  

Zitting Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola juncidis 

Common throughout in long open grassy areas  

Desert Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola aridulus 

Seen in Tarangire and Serengeti  
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Pectoral-patch Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola brunnescens 

Common bird while in the Ngorongoro CR and a few heard in the Serengeti area 

Wing-snapping Cisticola (LC)  Cisticola ayresii 

1 heard on the Kinangop Plateau while searching for the Kenyan near endemic Sharpe’s Longclaw 

Tawny-flanked Prinia (LC)  Prinia subflava 

A few seen well in Tarangire and Ngorongoro CR 

Buff-bellied Warbler (LC)  Phyllolais pulchella 

3 Seen well in Tarangire in the Acacias around camp, also present when we saw the Red-throated Tit after leaving 

the Serengeti  

Bar-throated Apalis (LC)  Apalis thoracica 

Common in Mt. Kenya and seen in Ngorongoro rim forests 

Yellow-breasted Apalis (LC)  Apalis flavida 

1 seen in Tarangire  

Black-throated Apalis (LC)  Apalis jacksoni 

Fairly common at Castle Forest on our walks 

Chestnut-throated Apalis (LC)  Apalis porphyrolaema 

A few birds only heard while in Castle Forest 

Karamoja Apalis (VU)  Apalis karamojae 

3 of these uncommon EA endemics seen well in the Serengeti 

Grey Apalis (LC)  Apalis cinerea 

Common in Mt. Kenya 

Brown-headed Apalis (LC)  Apalis alticola 

1 bird seen well in Ngorongoro rim forest 

Grey-capped Warbler (LC)  Eminia lepida 

1 on our first stop on day 1, heard a bunch of times, seen well at the gate to Ngorongoro 

Grey-backed Camaroptera   Camaroptera brevicaudata 

Seen commonly throughout and heard even more.  

Grey Wren-Warbler (LC)  Calamonastes simplex 

Seen well in Samburu and Amboseli 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela (LC)  Eremomela icteropygialis 

Seen in Tarangire 
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Sylviid Babblers Sylviidae 

African Hill Babbler (LC)  Sylvia abyssinica 

Three birds seen while in Mt Kenya 

Banded Parisoma (LC)  Curruca boehmi 

Seen well in Tarangire and the Serengeti  

 

White-eyes Zosteropidae 

Mbulu White-eye (LC)  Zosterops mbuluensis 

2 birds seen at the Ngorongoro Crater viewpoint when having lunch en route back to Arusha. 

Kikuyu White-eye (LC)  Zosterops kikuyuensis 

2 Groups seen while in Mt Kenya 

Northern Yellow White-eye (LC)  Zosterops senegalensis 

Birds heard while birding in Thika on day 1 

 

Laughingthrushes & Allies Leiothrichidae 

Rufous Chatterer (LC)  Argya rubiginosa 

Fleeting glimpses seen throughout the tour but our best views where on the road leaving Amboseli NP 

Hinde's Babbler (VU)  Turdoides hindei 

2 birds seen in Thika on day 1 

Arrow-marked Babbler (LC)  Turdoides jardineii 

Seen throughout tour 

Black-lored Babbler (LC)  Turdoides sharpei 

Seen while in the Serengeti, best views were at the Naabi Hill Gate while entering the Serengeti, near the 

bathrooms 

Northern Pied Babbler (LC)  Turdoides hypoleuca 

2 birds seen in Tarangire 

 

Starlings, Rhabdornis Sturnidae 

Wattled Starling (LC)  Creatophora cinerea 

Common throughout the tour, the “un-wattled Starling” 
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Greater Blue-eared Starling (LC)  Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Seen very well around Lake Nakuru 

Rüppell's Starling (LC)  Lamprotornis purpuroptera 

First seen en route to Lake Nakuru, roadside stop, seen fairly commonly in the Serengeti 

Golden-breasted Starling (LC)  Lamprotornis regius 

This gorgeous bird we saw well in Shaba NR 

Superb Starling (LC)  Lamprotornis superbus 

Everywhere!!!! 

Hildebrandt's Starling (LC)  Lamprotornis hildebrandti 

Seen on a number occasions from Tarangire NP onwards 

Ashy Starling (LC)  Lamprotornis unicolor 

Seen commonly in Tarangire 

Red-winged Starling (LC)  Onychognathus morio 

Seen throughout 

Waller's Starling (LC)  Onychognathus walleri 

Only a fleeting glimpse of two birds in Ngorongoro, I think I may have been the only to see them 

Kenrick's Starling (LC)  Poeoptera kenricki 

The dark bird that chased the Lesser Honey-guide at lunch on our day of departure 

 

Oxpeckers Buphagidae 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker (LC)  Buphagus africanus 

Seen a number of times throughout 

Red-billed Oxpecker (LC)  Buphagus erythrorynchus 

Common throughout 

 

Thrushes Turdidae 

  

Orange Ground Thrush (LC)  Geokichla gurneyi 

Only heard once in Mt Kenya 

Abyssinian Thrush (LC)  Turdus abyssinicus 
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Leaving Nairobi and common on the grounds at Castle Forest Lodge 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

White-browed Scrub Robin (LC)  Cercotrichas leucophrys 

Seen throughout 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher   Myioparus plumbeus 

Heard once in the fever tree woodland in Ngorongoro CR 

White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher (LC)  Melaenornis fischeri 

Common around Castle Forest Lodge, also seen in Ngorongoro 

Northern Black Flycatcher (LC)  Melaenornis edolioides 

1 bird seen in Thika at our first stop 

African Grey Flycatcher   Melaenornis microrhynchus 

Seen fairly commonly throughout 

Silverbird   Empidornis semipartitus 

Seen well in Tarangire NP and Serengeti NP 

Ashy Flycatcher   Muscicapa caerulescens 

Seen by a few of us at Ngare-Sero Lodge 

African Dusky Flycatcher (LC)  Muscicapa adusta 

Seen a few birds in Mt Kenya 

Cape Robin-Chat   Cossypha caffra 

Seen in Thika and Ngorongoro Crater 

Rüppell's Robin-Chat (LC)  Cossypha semirufa 

The toughest bird to see, even when a few feet from you. We had whistle battles with the bird a number of times 

in Mt Kenya, eventually we saw about 35% of the bird at Ngare-Sero on the last morning.  

White-browed Robin-Chat (LC)  Cossypha heuglini 

Heard in Lake Nakuru and seen well twice in the Ngorongoro CR 

White-starred Robin (LC)  Pogonocichla stellata 

1 Bird in Mt Kenya and 1 bird at Ngare-Sero on the last morning 

Spotted Palm Thrush (LC)  Cichladusa guttata 

AKA Spotted Morning-thrush. Seen well in Amboseli and Tarangire 

Common Rock Thrush (LC)  Monticola saxatilis 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/


Trip Report – RBL Kenya & Tanzania 2022        35

 

 

 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                                                      View more tours to  Kenya 

1 Female bird seen in Samburu NR 

African Stonechat (LC)  Saxicola torquatus 

1 quick glimpse of a bird when approaching the Lesser Jacana Pond en route to Lake Nakuru 

Mocking Cliff Chat (LC)  Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

1 bird seen well at the lodge in the Serengeti during lunch 

Anteater Chat (LC)  Myrmecocichla aethiops 

A few birds at Lake Nakuru and fairly common in the Ngorongoro Crater 

Capped Wheatear (LC)  Oenanthe pileata 

Common from Ngorongoro to Serengeti 

Brown-tailed Rock Chat (LC)  Oenanthe scotocerca 

Seen 3 birds twice in Shaba 

Abyssinian Wheatear   Oenanthe lugubris 

Great views of one bird when we looked for the Lyne’s Cisticola on the crater rim, en route to Serengeti 

 

Sunbirds Nectariniidae 

Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird (LC)  Anthreptes orientalis 

Seen in Samburu and Tarangire 

Collared Sunbird (LC)  Hedydipna collaris 

1 bird seen in Mt Kenya but common around the grounds of Ngare-Sero Lodge 

Olive Sunbird (LC)  Cyanomitra olivacea 

Common around Castle Forest and Ngare-Sero Mt Lodge 

Amethyst Sunbird (LC)  Chalcomitra amethystina 

First bird seen at the Boran Cisticola site between Mt Kenya and Shaba, but seen on a number of occasions 

throughout the tour 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird (LC)  Chalcomitra senegalensis 

Seen in Tarangire and Serengeti 

Hunter's Sunbird (LC)  Chalcomitra hunteri 

Seen well in Samburu and Shaba NR 

Tacazze Sunbird (LC)  Nectarinia tacazze 

Seen well at Castle Forest Lodge 

Bronzy Sunbird (LC)  Nectarinia kilimensis 
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A male and female seen in Thika on morning 1 

Golden-winged Sunbird (LC)  Drepanorhynchus reichenowi 

2 Birds seen on the Crater Rim then one juv bird common around the lodge in the Serengeti 

Northern Double-collared Sunbird (LC)  Cinnyris reichenowi 

Seen well at Mt Kenya 

Eastern Double-collared Sunbird (LC)  Cinnyris mediocris 

Seen well at Mt Kenya and Serengeti NP 

Beautiful Sunbird (LC)  Cinnyris pulchellus 

Fairly common from Amboseli NP to the Serengeti 

Marico Sunbird (LC)  Cinnyris mariquensis 

Seen in Samburu, Tarangire and Serengeti NP 

Black-bellied Sunbird (LC)  Cinnyris nectarinioides 

Seen well at the lodge in Shaba 

Shining Sunbird (LC)  Cinnyris habessinicus 

1 bird seen in Samburu at the Sunbird Party 

Variable Sunbird (LC)  Cinnyris venustus 

A few seen throughout the tour 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches Passeridae 

Yellow-spotted Bush Sparrow (LC)  Gymnoris pyrgita 

2 birds seen outside Namanga after Amboseli NP 

Chestnut Sparrow (LC)  Passer eminibey 

Seen well in Samburu and Baffalo Springs NR 

Kenya Sparrow (LC)  Passer rufocinctus 

Seen throughout with best views in the Serengeti NP 

Swahili Sparrow (LC)  Passer suahelicus 

Common in Tarangire NP and a few seen in the Serengeti 

Parrot-billed Sparrow (LC)  Passer gongonensis 

Common in the Shaba area 

House Sparrow (LC)  Passer domesticus 
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Common around any human habitation 

 

Weavers, Widowbirds Ploceidae 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver (LC)  Bubalornis niger 

Common in Tarangire and a few seen in the Serengeti NP 

White-headed Buffalo Weaver (LC)  Dinemellia dinemelli 

Common throughout 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver (LC)  Plocepasser mahali 

Very common in the Shaba area 

Donaldson Smith's Sparrow-Weaver (LC)  Plocepasser donaldsoni 

Seen well in the Shaba Area where it is abundant 

Rufous-tailed Weaver (LC)  Histurgops ruficauda 

Common in Tarangire and Ngorongoro CR 

Grey-capped Social Weaver (LC)  Pseudonigrita arnaudi 

Seen well outside Namanga after leaving Amboseli and common in the Serengeti 

Black-capped Social Weaver (LC)  Pseudonigrita cabanisi 

Seen well in Samburu NR 

Speckle-fronted Weaver (LC)  Sporopipes frontalis 

Seen throughout 

Thick-billed Weaver (LC)  Amblyospiza albifrons 

Seen at Thika and Ngare-Sero Lodge 

Baglafecht Weaver (LC)  Ploceus baglafecht 

Seen on a number occasions especially Mt. Kenya and Ngorongoro CR 

Spectacled Weaver (LC)  Ploceus ocularis 

Seen well in forested areas – Mt Kenya, Ngorongoro, Ngare-Sero 

Black-necked Weaver (LC)  Ploceus nigricollis 

Seen in Amboseli and Tarangire 

Eastern Golden Weaver (LC)  Ploceus subaureus 

2 birds seen in Thika 

Holub's Golden Weaver (LC)  Ploceus xanthops 
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1 bird seen in Thika 

Taveta Weaver (LC)  Ploceus castaneiceps 

Seen very well in Amboseli just outside the lodge gate. Also at Ngare-Sero Lodge 

Lesser Masked Weaver (LC)  Ploceus intermedius 

Seen throughout – The birds at Serengeti Serena Lodge 

Vitelline Masked Weaver (LC)  Ploceus vitellinus 

Seen at Oldupai Gorge and Serengeti 

Speke's Weaver (LC)  Ploceus spekei 

First seen en route to Nakuru, also seen in Amboseli and Ngorongoro picnic site 

Village Weaver (LC)  Ploceus cucullatus 

Many birds seen well at Thika 

Chestnut Weaver (LC)  Ploceus rubiginosus 

Common in the Shaba Area and Tarangire 

Brown-capped Weaver (LC)  Ploceus insignis 

Seen well at Mt Kenya 

Red-headed Weaver (LC)  Anaplectes rubriceps 

Seen at Nakuru, Tarangire, and well outside the toilets at the Naabi Gate, Serengeti 

Red-billed Quelea (LC)  Quelea quelea 

Large flocks seen in Amboseli and Tarangire NP 

Yellow-crowned Bishop (LC)  Euplectes afer 

1 bird seen en route to Castle Forest, in a rice paddy, also seen in Amboseli 

Black Bishop (LC)  Euplectes gierowii 

First seen in a corn field just outside Tarangire NP then seen well at Oldlupai Gorge 

Southern Red Bishop (LC)  Euplectes orix 

Seen well in Amboseli NP 

Yellow Bishop (LC)  Euplectes capensis 

1 bird seen in the Ngorongoro CR 

Fan-tailed Widowbird (LC)  Euplectes axillaris 

1 bird seen in Amboseli, but common in Ngorongoro CR 

Red-collared Widowbird (LC)  Euplectes ardens 
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Only 1 bird seen in Thika 

Jackson's Widowbird (NT)  Euplectes jacksoni 

4 birds seen on the Kinangop Plateau, en route to Amboseli from Nakuru 

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies Estrildidae 

Bronze Mannikin (LC)  Spermestes cucullata 

Common at Boma Inn, Nairobi and seen en route to Mt Kenya 

Red-backed Mannikin   Spermestes nigriceps 

Very common at Castle Forest Lodge, on the lawns 

Yellow-bellied Waxbill (LC)  Coccopygia quartinia 

2 birds seen at Mt Kenya 

Abyssinian Crimsonwing (LC)  Cryptospiza salvadorii 

Only heard at Mt Kenya 

Grey-headed Nigrita (LC)  Nigrita canicapillus 

Seen well at Mt Kenya and Ngorongoro CR forests 

Black-faced Waxbill   Brunhilda erythronotos 

Seen well while in the Serengeti 

Kandt's Waxbill (LC)  Estrilda kandti 

AKA Black-headed Waxbill, seen by Alison only at Mt Kenya 

Common Waxbill (LC)  Estrilda astrild 

4 birds seen in the Serengeti 

Crimson-rumped Waxbill (LC)  Estrilda rhodopyga 

4 birds seen in the Serengeti at the Naabi Gate 

Quailfinch (LC)  Ortygospiza atricollis 

Only 1 bird heard while in the Ngorongoro CR 

Purple Grenadier (LC)  Granatina ianthinogaster 

Seen well for the first time at Oldupai Gorge Museum and fairly common in the Serengeti 

Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu (LC)  Uraeginthus bengalus 

Seen on a number of ocassions throughout the tour, common at times 

Blue-capped Cordon-bleu (LC)  Uraeginthus cyanocephalus 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/kenya-tanzania/77/


Trip Report – RBL Kenya & Tanzania 2022        40

 

 

 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                                                      View more tours to  Kenya 

Great views at Oldupai Gorge Museum 

Green-winged Pytilia (LC)  Pytilia melba 

Seen in Tarangire NP 

Red-throated Twinspot                                             Hypargos niveoguttatus 

Seen well by some at Ngare-sero Mt Lodge on the last morning 

Red-billed Firefinch (LC)  Lagonosticta senegala 

Seen at the rice paddy’s for the first time but seen well at the Nakuru gate when leaving 

 

Indigobirds, Whydahs Viduidae 

Village Indigobird (LC)  Vidua chalybeata 

Brood parasite of the Red-billed Firefinch – Seen multiple times on tour 

Pin-tailed Whydah (LC)  Vidua macroura 

Seen in Tarangire and the Serengeti 

Steel-blue Whydah (LC)  Vidua hypocherina 

Great views in the Serengeti 

Straw-tailed Whydah (LC)  Vidua fischeri 

Seen in Samburu 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah (LC)  Vidua paradisaea 

1 bird seen in the Serengeti  

 

Wagtails, Pipits Motacillidae 

Mountain Wagtail (LC)  Motacilla clara 

A pair of birds seen at the river crossing leaving Castle Forest 

African Pied Wagtail (LC)  Motacilla aguimp 

Seen throughout the tour 

Sharpe's Longclaw (EN)  Macronyx sharpei 

2 birds seen on the Kinangop Plateau between Nakuru and Amboseli  

Yellow-throated Longclaw (LC)  Macronyx croceus 

2 birds seen in Thika 

Pangani Longclaw (LC)  Macronyx aurantiigula 
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2 birds seen in Amboseli  

Rosy-throated Longclaw (LC)  Macronyx ameliae 

3 birds seen in Ngorongoro CR 

African Pipit (LC)  Anthus cinnamomeus 

Common in Amboseli, Ngorongoro and Serengeti 

Plain-backed Pipit (LC)  Anthus leucophrys 

1 bird seen at Nakuru, by the Flamingos 

 

Finches, Euphonias Fringillidae 

African Citril (LC)  Crithagra citrinelloides 

A pair seen well at Thika 

Southern Citril (LC)  Crithagra hyposticta 

Seen in the Ngorongoro Crater and Serengeti  

Reichenow's Seedeater (LC)  Crithagra reichenowi 

Seen at the Boma Hotel 

Yellow-fronted Canary (LC)  Crithagra mozambica 

Fairly common in the Serengeti NP 

White-bellied Canary (LC)  Crithagra dorsostriata 

Seen in Amboseli, Tarangire, but best views at Oldupai Gorge 

Thick-billed Seedeater (LC)  Crithagra burtoni 

Seen in Mt Kenya and Ngorongoro Crater forests 

Streaky Seedeater (LC)  Crithagra striolata 

Seen on a number of occasions, especially around Castle Forest Lodge 

Yellow-crowned Canary (LC)  Serinus flavivertex 

2 Birds seen by some at Castle Forest Lodge 
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Mammals (48 in total: 48 seen) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the Wild, NT = 

Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Hyraxes Procaviidae 

Yellow-spotted Hyrax (LC)  Heterohyrax brucei 

Seen in Tarangire, at the washroom stop 

Common Rock Hyrax (LC)  Procavia capensis 

Seen in the Serengeti 

 

Elephants Elephantidae 

African Elephant (VU)  Loxodonta africana 

Seen very well throughout 

 

Cats Felidae 

Cheetah (VU)  Acinonyx jubatus 

1 gorgeous specimen in the Serengeti 

Caracal (LC)  Caracal caracal 

Very lucky to see! Seen in the Ngorongoro CR 

Serval (LC)  Leptailurus serval 

Very lucky to see, and we saw 3! Seen in the Ngorongoro CR 

Lion (VU)  Panthera leo 

Seen well from Amboseli NP onwards 

 

Vivets, Genets Viverridae 

African Civet Cat (LC)  Civettictis civetta 

Sadly, only seen as roadkill ☹ 
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Hyenas, Aardwolf Hyaenidae 

Spotted Hyaena (LC)  Crocuta crocuta 

Great views throughout, first seen in Amboseli NP 

 

Mongooses Herpestidae 

Common Dwarf Mongoose (LC)  Helogale parvula 

Seen on a number of occasions throughout the tour 

Egyptian Mongoose (LC)  Herpestes ichneumon 

1 seen scurrying across the path in Thika 

Banded Mongoose (LC)  Mungos mungo 

Seen in Tarangire and Serengeti 

 

Wolves, Coyote, Foxes and Jackals Canidae 

African Golden Wolf (LC)  Canis lupaster 

AKA Golden Jackal, seen in the Ngorongoro CR and Serengeti 

Black-backed Jackal (LC)  Lupulella mesomelas 

Seen in the Shaba area and Serengeti 

Bat-eared Fox (LC)  Otocyon megalotis 

4 seen in Tarangire NP running for their lives along the road 

 

Zebras, Horse and Asses Equidae 

Grevy's Zebra (EN)  Equus grevyi 

This gorgeous equid we saw well in the Shaba area 

Plains Zebra (NT)  Equus quagga 

Seen commonly throughout 

 

Rhinceroses Rhinocerotidae 

White Rhinoceros (NT)  Ceratotherium simum 

4 Southern White Rhino seen in Nakuru 

Black Rhinoceros (CR)  Diceros bicornis 
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2 Eastern Black Rhinos seen. One in Nakuru and another in Ngorongoro CR 

 

Pigs Suidae 

Desert Warthog (LC)  Phacochoerus aethiopicus 

Seen well in the Shaba area 

Common Warthog (LC)  Phacochoerus africanus 

Seen commonly throughout 

 

Giraffe, Okapi Giraffidae 

Giraffe (VU)  Giraffa camelopardalis 

3 Ssp seen: Reticulated (Shaba area), Rothschild (Nakuru) and Masai from Amboseli onwards  

 

Cattle, Antelopes, Sheep, Goats Bovidae 

Impala (LC)  Aepyceros melampus 

Common throughout 

Hartebeest (LC)  Alcelaphus buselaphus 

Seen in Ngorongoro and Serengeti. We saw the newborn and mother in Ngorongoro 

Common Wildebeest (LC)  Connochaetes taurinus 

Common throughout 

Topi (LC)  Damaliscus lunatus 

Seen a number of times in the Serengeti 

Thomson's Gazelle (LC)  Eudorcas thomsonii 

Seen from Nakuru onwards 

Waterbuck (LC)  Kobus ellipsiprymnus 

2 Ssp seen: Defassa (No white circle on bum, seen at Lake Nakuru & Serengeti) and Common (with the white 

circle) 

Gerenuk (NT)  Litocranius walleri 

Seen well in the Shaba area and Amboseli 

Günther's Dikdik (LC)  Madoqua guentheri 

Common in the Shaba Area 

Kirk's Dikdik (LC)  Madoqua kirkii 
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Seen well in Tarangire and the Serengeti, especially around the lodges 

Grant's Gazelle (LC)  Nanger granti 

Common throughout 

Beisa Oryx (EN)  Oryx beisa 

Seen well in the Shaba area 

Bohor Reedbuck (LC)  Redunca redunca 

Seen well in Amboseli  

African Buffalo (NT)  Syncerus caffer 

Seen well throughout 

Common Eland (LC)  Tragelaphus oryx 

Seen well at Nakuru and Ngorongoro CR 

Bushbuck (LC)  Tragelaphus scriptus 

2 seen while at Nakuru 

 

Hippopotamuses Hippopotamidae 

Hippopotamus (VU)  Hippopotamus amphibius 

Seen on multiple occasions  

 

Galagos Galagidae 

Northern Lesser Galago (LC)  Galago senegalensis 

At the lodge in the Serengeti 

 

Old World Monkeys Cercopithecidae 

Blue Monkey (LC)  Cercopithecus mitis 

Fleeting glimpses at Mt Kenya, seen well at Ngare-Sero Mt Lodge 

Vervet (LC)  Chlorocebus pygerythrus 

Seen commonly throughout 

Guereza (LC)  Colobus guereza 

AKA Black and White Colobus Monkey – First seen at Mt Kenya. Seen very well at Ngare-sero Mt Lodge 

Olive Baboon (LC)  Papio anubis 
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Common throughout 

Yellow Baboon (LC)  Papio cynocephalus 

Seen well in Amboseli 

 

Rabbits, Hares Leporidae 

African Savanna Hare (LC)  Lepus victoriae 

Seen in Shaba and Ngorongoro 

 

Cane Rats Thryonomyidae 

Greater Cane Rat (LC)  Thryonomys swinderianus 

1 seen in the pond where we stopped for the lesser Jacanna, en route to Nakuru 

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 

Huet's Bush Squirrel (LC)  Paraxerus ochraceus 

Seen well around the lodge at Tarangire 

Unstriped Ground Squirrel (LC)  Xerus rutilus 

Seen well on a number of occasions, especially Shaba area and Tarangire 

 

 

Reptiles (8 in total: 8 seen) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the Wild, NT = 

Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Crocodiles and Relatives Crocodylidae 

Nile Crocodile (LC)  Crocodylus niloticus 

Seen at the lodge in Shaba and in the Serengeti 

 

Tortoises Testudinidae 

Leopard Tortoise (LC)  Stigmochelys pardalis 

The only leopard we got to see ☹ 
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Agamas Agamidae 

Common Agama (LC)  Agama agama 

Seen on a number of occasions 

 

Chameleons Chamaeleonidae 

Flap-neck Chameleon (LC)  Chamaeleo dilepis 

Gorgeous individual seen in Tarangire, slowly crossing the road 

Kilimanjaro Two-horned Chameleon (NT)  Kinyongia tavetana 

Seen at the comfort/coffee stop in Arusha before heading to Tarangire 

Jackson's Chameleon (LC)  Trioceros jacksonii 

Make and female seen at Castle Forest Lodge 

 

Geckos Gekkonidae 

House Gecko (LC)  Hemidactylus mabouia 

Common in the lodges 

 

Monitor Lizards Varanidae 

Nile Monitor (LC)  Varanus niloticus 

Seen in Shaba and the Serengeti 
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